
O R I G I N A L

Horace and the Thunder
after Horace, Odes, I, 34
English Translation by
Seamus Heaney

Anything can happen. You know how Jupiter
will mostly wait for clouds to gather head
before he hurls the lightning? Well, just now,
he galloped his thunder-cart and his horses

across a clear blue sky. It shook the earth
and the clogged underearth, the River Styx,
the winding streams, the Atlantic shore itself.
Anything can happen, the tallest things

be overturned, those in high places daunted,
those overlooked esteemed. Stropped-beak Fortune
swoops, making the air gasp, tearing off
crests for sport, letting them drop wherever.

Ground gives. The heaven's weight
lifts up off Atlas like a kettle lid,
capstones shift, nothing resettles right.
Telluric ash and fire-spores boil away.

T R A N S L A T I O N

Ðáñ³óÇáëÁ ¨ áñáïÁ
Ðáñ³óÇáë« ¶áí»ñ·« I« 34
²Ý·É»ñ»Ý Ã³ñ·Ù³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁª
êÇÙõÁë ÐÇÝÇÇ

ºí ÇÝã»ñ ³ë»ë« áñ ã»Ý å³ï³ÑÇ£ ¶Çï»±ë ÚáõåÇï»ñÝ
ÇÝãå»ë ¿ ëå³ëáõÙ« áñ Ã³÷ Ñ³í³ù»Ý ³Ùå»ñÝ áõ
ó³ëáõÙ«
Ñ»ïá ¿ ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ï³ÛÍ³ÏÁ ½³ñÏáõÙ£ î»ë³±ñ ùÇã ³é³ç
ÇÝãå»ë ù³é³ïñá÷ Ý³ ëáõñ³ó-³Ýó³í Çñ Ï³ÛÍ³Ï-
Ï³éùáí

ó»ñ»Ïí³ Ï³åáõÛï« ³Ý³Ùå »ñÏÝùáí£ òÝóí»ó »ñÏÇñÁ«
óÝóí»ó Ï³É³Ýí³Í Ýñ³ ÁÝ¹»ñùÁ« Ëéáíí»ó êïÇùëÁ
áõ áÉáñ-ÙáÉáñ Ù³Ýñ ·»ï»ñÁ« óÝóí»ó ³Ý·³Ù
³ïÉ³ÝïÛ³Ý ³÷Á£
ºí ÇÝã»ñ ³ë»ë« áñ ã»Ý å³ï³ÑÇ« »ñÏÇÝù ËáÛ³ó³Í
ÑëÏ³ É»éÝ»ñÁ

ÏËáñï³Ïí»Ý áõ ÷áßÇ Ï¹³éÝ³Ý« í»ñ¨ÇÝÝ»ñÁ
Ï·³Ñ³íÇÅ»Ý«
Ùáé³óí³ÍÝ»ñÁ ÷³éù Ï×³ß³Ï»Ý£ ²Ñ³ üáñïáõÝ³Ý
ó³Í ¿ ëÉ³ÝáõÙ
ß³Ù÷ñ»Éáí û¹Á« Çñ ëáõñ Ïïáõóáí å³ï³éáï»Éáí
÷³éùÇ åë³ÏÝ»ñ
ó÷ÝáõÙ ¿ ×³Ù÷ÇÝ áõ ùñùç³Éáí Ã¨ÇÝ ¿ ï³ÉÇë£

àõ ·»ïÇÝÝ ³Ñ³ ï»ÕÇ ¿ ï³ÉÇë£ àõ å³ñ ¿ ·³ÉÇë ¿
Í³Ýñ »ñÏÇÝùÁ
²ïÉ³ëÇ áõëÇÝª  ÇÝãå»ë Ã»ÛÝÇÏÇ »éÙ³Ý Ï³÷³ñÇã«
àõ ï»Õ³Ñ³Ýí³Í Å³Ûé»ñÝ ³ÝËÝ³Ù óñÇí »Ý ·³ÉÇë£
¶áÉáñßÇ³ó³Í û¹ »Ý µ³ñÓñ³ÝáõÙ ÑáÕÝ áõ ë»ñÙ»ñÁ£
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